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OUR WORK. 


House of Education.— Students who wish to enter at Christmas and 
ladies who wish to have probationers for the Christmas Holidays, should 
write as early as possible to the Secretary, House of Education, Ambleside. 

We are working at full swing and with great interest and pleasure. The 
new students find the Natural History rambles very delightful. They take 
eagerly to M. Gouin’s method of learning languages, which shows 
especially good results in Italian, as that is a new language to them. 
Bookbinding, real professional bookbinding, is the handicraft which is 
interesting us just now. We learnt this delightful and useful art from one 
of our summer visitors, Mrs. Butt, of Eastbourne ; books of her binding 
might be ‘thrown over the house ’ without injury, so thorough is the work. 

House of Education Natural History Club . Notes by M. L. Hodgson . — 
I wish this evening to give you a few notes on some of our common land 
snails. No doubt many of you have from time to time, picked up an empty 
snail shell, and after glancing at it in a casual kind of way, you possibly 
threw it on one side, without any more thought on the subject. Now r I 
think if you will pursue a somewhat different plan, and if instead of 
throwing the thing away, you steadily set to work to find others, you will 
soon be engaged in an interesting employment for the early winter and 
spring months. There is one thing that will no doubt commend this 
occupation to many of you, this is, that you need not do any “ killing.” 
Good specimens of empty shells may be found in nearly every hedgerow’, 
for a vast army of creatures, great and small, prey on the tender and juicy 
snail. Among the specimens that I have brought to shew you this evening 
you will see a great many common snails and a few that are not quite so 
common. I he Girdled or Hedge Snail ( Helix nemoralis ) is very common, 
being widely distributed all over the country. The shell is an inch in 
lameter and about three quarters high, the spire is composed of five 
rounded volutions, and the mouth is longer than wide. Monstrosities 

casiona j occur where the whorls are detached from one another, or are 
urned in a contrary direction. The shell varies greatly in the intensity of 
u. co our, being as you see, sometimes white, yellow, reddish or brown, 
-r S ° somet ™es plain or marked with five or fewer bands, the bands 
wide wr g , COnS aWy in breadth ’ bein & sometimes narrow, at others 
surrounded 1°" u ' bands unite to g ether - The mouth of the shell is 
[Helix hortp*. mar &‘ n - A near relative of Helix nemoralis is 

bmwn one ^ ^ differS in havin S a white mouth instead of a 

neL h th! a sel e< !-h "fl 1 piSana) is a rare bnail found on sand >' 

the girdled snail^but" 1 * C St ° f En S land > it is as you see something h c 
g snail, but is smaller and more beautifully marked. 
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The shrub snail ( Helix arbustorum) is a common object in bushy places, 
sometimes dozens of beautiful empty shells may be found in the bottom of 
a hedge on a bank by the roadside, but I ought to add that it is seldom 
found far from damp situations, preferring moist woody places, wet banks 
of streams and ditches. It is a pretty mottled brown shell, varying from 
chestnut to pale yellowish white, marked with a single band and having 
a white margin round the mouth. 

The common snail {Helix aspersa) is only too well known, but for all 
that, it is a very interesting creature in many ways. The shell varies 
considerably, both in markings, shape and colour. Sometimes it is pale 
yellow without bands, but generally banded ; sometimes the bands are all 
separate, but generally the second and third are united in one ; sometimes 
all the bands are united together, this makes the shell appear darker. 
It varies greatly in size according to the quantity of food and the temper- 
ature of the place in which it lives. 

The whorls are occasionally reversed and separated from each in the 
following sketch you see what I mean. 

Now I have no doubt that if you found a shell like this you would be 
much surprised and interested. Well there is no reason why you should 
not find just as curious a specimen if you are on the look-out ; it is only 
because you don’t look that you don’t find 

The next snail I wish to call your attention to is Cyclostoma elegans , or 
the elegant circle shell. It is, I think, my favourite snail-shell. Look at 
it carefully and note its neat little door fitting so closely into its doorway, 
the beautiful spiral it grows, and the sculptured lines curving round the 
entire length. It is common in chalk and limestone districts. I have 
found hundreds under the beech trees in Sussex. 

The next shell I have for you is Clausilia bidens , or Laminated close 
Shell ; it is an intensely interesting creature. First I would call your 
attention to the reversed structure of the volutions, and then I would like to 
give you a careful account of the curious machine the Shell carries in its 
mouth, the clausium or peculiar elastic valve for closing the aperture has 
attracted the attention of many Naturalists. It is to be found in the last 
whorl of the Shell, one of the specimens before you is broken to show this. 
My notes are only intended to set you going for yourselves, and I hope 
some of you will look out for the Clausilia, and see for yourselves what a 
strange and wonderful protection nature has given to this wee snail. I have 
found them in dozens on beech trees, sticking to the moss and looking so 
like the beech -buds, that one could not help thinking, “ Here is another 
case of mimicry.” Here, for the present, I must leave this subject, but 
will those of our students, who have entered on their appointed tasks, 
please remember that they are still Members or our Naturalist Club , and 

are earnestly asked to contribute accounts of their observations and finds 

to the Secretary ; lists of plants for this month ; notes on the trees and 
shrubs ; the common snail ; the birds ; anything and everything that can 
conveniently be found, will give pleasant occupation to the teachers and 
pupils during the autumn and early winter. 

F/sole Club— Before they have to send in the studies for November, 
members will have seen the portfolio of cows, and the manuscript criticisms 




718 


OUR WORK. 


on cow drawing. They will have learnt, if they had not been SUre of ■ 
before that no special course of training, nor hints of any particular k 1 
were necessary to enable them to sketch cows from nature ; the only th 
required was a general habit of correct observation, and some experien 
in noting down the shapes and colours of things. In proposing h orses Ce 
our next subject, I do not think I am too ambitious. To paint finish^ 
pictures of horses in all their attitudes is a difficult thing, of course • b 
students who can sketch a chair, and get its four legs looking comfortkb/ 
and properly planted on the ground, can make shift to sketch the geneM 
form of any other quadruped when they have it before their eyes, and aft 
drawing a curved chair-back in its true perspective, the curves of a hors e ^ 
back need not be too hard a subject. So if any member is afraid of n S 
horse, let him try a kitchen chair, and that will be accepted. But I f a 16 
that after an evening’s work on the chair, he will be tempted to look out'f^ 
a quiet horse in a field— in a stable one is generally too close to get a full 
view of the whole animal— and get the outline and a wash of colour in th 
usual way. If there are any secrets in sketching, they amount to little 
more than a judicious avoidance of difficulties. Don’t try to make 
horse look like the Elgin marbles ; don’t try to draw an elaborate suhof 
harness— the nude horse is prettiest ; don’t choose a view from an unn er 
window, but get your horse as nearly as possible on the level of the eve • 
don’t go out on a rainy or windy day, or you can’t give attention to the 
work. Make things as easy for yourself as you can, and send all your 

LancLffire 7 ^ l ° W ‘ G * CoIli "^ood, Coniston, 

Mothers' Education Course .- The work sent in for the midsummer 
examination was exceeding good, shewing thorough study of theTx 

Sissr ,vhich ,r es ° f 

the time when mnpr it m u a ^ ain allow so much latitude as to 

anXi ° US “ » «« do what is 
the end of September Z wu J he pa P ers did not all reach us until 
the most marked advanr/ • T W ^ ^ e P orts wed ' nt0 October. Perhaps 

Physiology too was excellent the” whole^ NatUml Th6 

with great vffiour^ children in the School seem to be working 

satisLoriX; ch T 0 V7rf e ;! meS a8ked if the R K - S - Prepares bojf 
help to answer this question ° ^ J '"l l® tter ’ ° ne of man y similar, may 

that as my bov was tmino- , i Dear tdltor ’ 1 wrote to telling her 

work of the P R E ^° 0 i " ^mer, he would give up the 
know that the P. R q — \ & CnC * ^ ma y be interesting to you to 

°f liis second week at ^ ^ or ^ e< ^ so we b with my boy, that at the end 
many boys much his senin°° was at the head of his form, surpassing 

In compliance with T ^ sincereI y> A - S. E. 

notices of the dates wh^n^u^ t ‘" ( I uests ' we are endeavouring to send out 
Parents to try and recolWf keS are P a y able J but it is really kind 

coriespondence. ls 01 themselves, and so save unnecessary 
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A "P\ n r 1 ’ 1 icbiuciii, ixev. E. A. 

Abbott, D.D. Committee-Chairman, Mr. E. C. Robins, F.S.A.- Vice- 
Chairman Mr Henry Perrin ; Miss Begg, Miss Buss, Mrs. Cash, 
Mr. and Mrs Howgrave Graham, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Perrin, Mr. and 
rs. . .Robins, Mr. J. I Taylor, Mrs. Yeoman, with power to add to 
their number; Honorary Treasurer, Dr. Pidcock, 74, Fitzjohn Avenue- 
Honorary Secretary, Mrs. Braidwood, 2 Grosvenor Gardens, Willesden 
MW 11 ’ Honorar y Librarian, Miss Begg, 24, Buckland Crescent, 

M.VV. I he Committee have promises of Papers next Session from Mrs. 
Sophie Bryant, D. Sc., Miss E. A. Barnett, Mrs. Ward, Mrs Steinthal, 
Mrs. Ayrton. The Hon. Secretary will be happy to receive the name of 
anyone willing to take part in the discussions. 


IVoodford and IV anstcad Branch. — President, Mrs. Henry Fowler; 
Local Committee, Mrs. Adamson, Spedding Curwen, Esq., Mrs. Doughty, 
Mrs. Arnold Hills, Mrs. Primrose Pechey, Mrs. Rihll,The Rev. W. T. H. 
Wilson, Mrs. W. T. H. Wilson, Mrs. Albert Wilson; Hon. Treasurer* 
Miss Emma Fowler, Glebelands, South Woodford; Hon. Secretary, Mrs! 
Spedding Curwen, By well, South Woodford. ^Arrangements have been 
made for the following Lectures October ioth, Mrs. Hart Davis, subject, 
“ Family Life.” November 7th, E. Cooke, Esq., subject, “Inventive 
and Imitative Colouring for Children/* (Illustrated).’* December 5th, 
Mrs. J. Spencer Curwen, subject, “How to make Music interesting and 
intelligible to Children,” (Illustrated). February, J. Russell, Esq., subject, 
“ Pestalozzi’s Appeal to Parents. March, Dr. Albert Wilson, subject, 
“ The Mechanism of the Brain.” 

Our Lecture on October ioth was a very great treat, and on many sides 
l hear how much it has been appreciated. The subject was “ Family 
Life,” and the speaker, Mrs. Hart Davis. We feel extremely indebted to 
Mrs. Hart Davis for having come, and only regret that we had not a larger 
number of members present to profit by her words ; there were twenty-five 
of us, and all those who were there, were very much interested and helped. 
The Natural History competition came off this month, and prizes were 
given for Pressed Flowers, Pressed Grassed, Fossils and Sea- Weeds. 

M. S. Curwen, Hon. Sec. 


Streathayn Branch.— Committee, Rev. Baron Dickenson, M.A., Rev. 
G. M. Dought, M.A., R. J. H. Mallinson, M.A., Gardiner Gould, Esq., 
M.D., Miss Julia Griffiths, Miss Crickmay ; Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. Stewart 
Mackay, 22, Palace Road ; Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Strode, Bankside, 
Streatham. On October 5th at the High School Hall, at 8.30 p.m., on 
“ The Value of Hygiene in the Education of Women,” by A. T. Schofield, 
Esq., M.D., Chairman of Central Committee, Lecturer to the National 
Health Society. A complete course of instruction in Personal and 
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u i^^ilTbe eiven by Dr. Schofield. “ Four little chats on 
Nursing’’ will be given (at the house of Mrs. Strode) by Miss 

the house of Mrs. Stewart Mackay, when Miss W allis, Head Mistress of 
!Je Richmond High School for Girls, has kindly consented to read a p a p er 
on “ Children’s Home Work.” The Chair will be taken by the Rev. J. h. 
Mallinson Head Master of the Dulwich College 1 reparatory School. 

Leeds Branch. — Committee, The Hon. Mrs. Talbot, President ; Mrs. Miall, 
Mrs Francis Steinthal, Mrs. Smithells ; Mrs. John Barran (Hon. Sec.), 
Wee’twoofl, Leeds ; Mrs. Robson (Hon. Treas.), Adel, near Leeds. 

October J. E. Eddison, Esq., M.D. ; November, Stupidity, Mrs. Miall; 
December’, “ Parents and Sons,” the Hon. and Rev. Edward Lyttelton, 
M a • January, “ First principles of Education,” (Intellectual), James 
Wei ton, Esq., M.A., the Yorkshire College : February, “ First principles 
of Education” (Moral), James Welton, Esq., M.A., the Yorkshire College; 
March, “ Art training in the Nursery,” Mrs. Francis Steinthal. In addition 
to this’ general course, Mrs. Francis Steinthal has kindly promised to 
deliver fortnightly drawing-room lectures after Christmas on “ First Princi- 


ples of Nursery Physiology.” 

The first meeting of the Session was very successful : a large number of 
young mothers being among the audience which listened to Dr. Eddison’s 
most interesting address. 

The Jim. Archceological Society (Sussex Branch). — To the Members. 
— The Senior Prize is awarded to Miss Mabel Barnes ; her letter gives the 
best general account of the Lewes meeting. The letter of George 
Delamark Frewer is also printed, but is incomplete, as he was obliged to 
leave before the end of the meeting. The Junior Prize is well won by Miss 
Elizabeth Willans, and we also print a bright little letter by Miss Daphne 
Naylor, who was one of the youngest members present. Our compliments 
to Miss Anna Blaker, whose essay we only wish we had room to print. 
She has well grasped the causes of the Barons’ War, and the benefits that 
have thereby accrued to the people. Miss M. Shirreff Hilton wrote a 
realistic description of the battle itself, and was one of the few who 
mentioned that Gundrada was the daughter of William I. Miss Janet 
Miles alluded to the difficulty of the Londoners in escaping, owing to the 
river and marshes. Miss Maud brewer did not avail herself of the $oo 
words, and so did not do herself justice. Miss E. Shirreff Hilton’s notice 
of the castle was very good. She and Miss Mabel Willans are the only 
members who alluded to the fact that the castle of Lewes was one of the 
few which had two keeps. Miss Helen Blaker’ s account of the battle was 
admirable and full of spirit. The Treasurer would like to receive the subs, 
for 1894 before the 14th of February. jr g. goRRER. 


[The J .A. S. Article and Prize Letters came too late for press, but will be 
inserted in the December Number.] 
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‘ ‘ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline of life.” 


HISTORY. 

The science of sociology, of which history is a branch, 
deals with the activities of man. It is the province of 
history to describe these activities in all their relations, to 
trace the course of their successive manifestations from the 
earliest memorials of man’s existence down to the familiar 
social phenomena of the present day. History, perhaps in 
a greater degree than other branches of knowledge, lends 
itself readily to the process of sub-division, and thus we find, 
without surprise, that the realm of history has been divided 
into many sections, following, however, more or less two 
distinct lines of cleavage: first, that of national or political 
organisations, and secondly, that of the divergent activities of 
mankind. Thus, on the one hand we have our separate 
national histories concentrated upon the doings of a single 
people, and on the other our histories of literature, philosophy, 
and art, whose course flows on from race to race and from 
land to land as the current leads. But all these histories 
of individual nations, all these histories of various human 
activities, cannot in any true sense be complete in them- 
selves or independent one of another; they are in reality 
only the separated parts or members of one organic, universal 
whole. And while they may be treated separately, even 
with advantage, from a certain standpoint and under certain 

limitations, yet in such a manner are the t irea s o man s 
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